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Avi peruſed this Book, Intitaled. The 
ADcT Mans\J eſtament ; [ds findei it fo 

jp Orthodox and ſound , and likewiſe uſefull 

for the Lords People, namely, tboſe to whom it 
 # dirtefted; Þ ap therefare allow it forthwith to 
be Printed and Publiſhed.” Given,under 
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To all the- Saints of GOD in Scotland, 
Fellow-Heirs of the Bleſsing with 
thoſe in England, 
Grace, peace, and love, with 4 rich Increaſe of all (pititadlt 


and heavenly gifts, be genitals mulriplicd upor 
all you the 1ſratl of God for wy 


&y Deſire ro wrxe@@ you ( dearly beloved yive 
I in any confidence of mine own ability”, being 
fe=# ſo unworthy , but in th&love'and light of Hes 
> Spirit, who is our wifdome, our righteowfaes, 
» £5358 our lan@ification,and redemption. defiibts 
SF IM lay ſoherhing to yourhe (61% and' diwghters 
of G O D, avrhe oy himſelf hath named you, x.Co9r.6. For 
I know { belvye&) even by experience in'tty' (elf, tharin'this 
dup of che fierce wrath of G O Dopon this Landgthe workin 
ot his Divine Providence, .in muchfove znd' there toward 
you, wy be t6o much looked upon, 'even by yon bs phGeiouk 
People y withthe dark-eyeof natural! rb Aber NE, 


therrin the clear lighfot the Spirir'of Truth, as his Tore is coſe 4 
ftantwith youin Jeſus. Becauſe of the grent'S$iſtiefs upon this on 


Kaion, antwrath overthis People, and but wife of your own 


ſufferings in your bodily'coadition with the reſk of the Nati 


on.aselfo betaaſe the ourward glory ofthis/NationsI Church; . 


and beautitull CI IHE of —_ and worſhip therein, n, is, 4 < 
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- now muchdefaced , Theytore even ye the freely Beloved of 
| GOD, areindinger ( looking naturally upon theſe things ) 
to conceive hard and diſhonourzble thoughts pt your kind and 
merciful! Lord,as if he were not fully pacificd nor well pleaſed 
with you,in his dearly beloved Son; but were yer pleading a 
Controverfiz wich you in his diſpleaſure for your Iniquities,as | 
he is doing indeed with all che ungodly of the Land. Bur (Be- 
loved ) although ye (uffterin your bodily condition with the + 
reſt otthe Nuti-n, yet your ſpirituall condition is noth.ng im- 
wed thereby,nor che tree love of your Welbeloved any whit 
diminiſh:d : For thoſe ſufferings, which inche Juſtice of God 
are curtes tothe wicked,are inthe mercies of your God,turned 
unto bleſsings ro you : They are the fathcrly chaſtiſcments - 
of your gracious Lords Hand upon you, in abundance of Ive, 
forteach/ng you more of himſclf in che Spirit, and ot his Hex- 
| venly Contolations , and therctore they can do you noevill, 
butgood. Your Fathers wilſcdome and love, make all things 
work for your good: He hath delivered you out of the power 
of evill,end darknes, and wan{laced you into the K:ngdome of 
his dear Son,Col. 1.13. where ye have your life hid wichChrift 
in God, above thereach of either temporall or eternall eyills; 
for by one oft:ring, your Lord hath-perteRed for ever all you 
that are ſanftified, Hb, 10. Andenerefore rejoyce evermore in 
the comfortable aſſurance of his free hove , even wich ſtrong 
conſolation; for your Lord called. you to have free acceſle al- 
wayesS,evcn with boldneſle unto the moſt Holy Place, within 
_theVale of his Fleſh,and hath cyyenanted with yuuygto remem- 
ber your fins no more, Heb. 10. 18,1920: | What reaſon then 
{Beloved)have your heartsto b2 troubled or at: aid for any out» 
ward ſhadow ofevils, for ye have your, abiding inthe ſhadow. 
of che Almighty, And as tor the decay of che glory of this Na+: 
tionall Church,and Formality of Worſhip, wherein nuurally 
we did co0 much glory,as did the Jewes in che Temple, truſt 
( Beloved) your & O D will let you {ce, that in all this great 
and terrible Work , both he, and his In{truments have had 
| thoughts 
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thoughts of love toward you his dear People,1nd is 01ly plex- 
ding with all che prophine inthe Land,for the abuſe of his 10+ 
ly Things, and purging all you his Saints ( who we his true 
Church indeed, in whom he rik-th delizhr rodwcli ) froin 
much corruption and deformity of the multitude , thatſo yee 
may ſhine as Light amongſt a perverle Generation : for the 
beauty of this Nationall Church (Beloved ) hath not been 
that purely ſpiritual and holy be:uty of the Immaculat Spouſe 
of Chriſt, und Kings Dauglrer,all lovely and fair within, F/al. 
45. And therefore, be not ye offended (dear People ) although 
your Lord,for his own glory and your comfort, caft down,or 
pluck up that which not himſelf by his Spirit, but men by hu- 
mane wildomeor policy had builded or planted: Neither mif-. 
rake yethe working of his Divine Hand, as if he were robbing 
you his People of any o! his own (piricuajl or heavenly Orng» 
ments of free love, which himſeif hath put upon you z for his 
gifts roward you in cheſethings are without repentancc. But as 
he is renting his boly Things from the prophane multicude of 
the Land,co whom men had blindly caſt them, and whocare- 
lefly crodthem nader foot ; {o is he i7 much love purging you 
his peculiar People trom thefe Nationall, Whooriſh oc Baby- 
toniſh Ornaments of worldly power and glory, humane wife- 
dome and policy,and counterfeit holines,zad wo! ſhip where- 
with ye were fi[[en in love,and much defiled : forthe Myſtery 
of Iniquity hath been very depthly and deccicfully working in 

this Nationall Church, both in regard ot her conſtirution 
Members,being builded (by the Policy of men,rather then by 
the Spiritof our Lord Jeſus) of all the prophine multicudeof 
ignorant Arheiſts, Witches, Blaſphe mers, Drunkards, Scol- 
ers,and Mockers of God'ines in the Land, under the name of 
a true Reformed Church of Chriſt , and « communion ct the 
Faithful; and in regard of tae confuſed, mixed Power and Go! 
yerment, under che name of x true Spirituall Church-power 
and Government of Chriſt, wherewicth this Multitude was ru- 
led and governed ; And laitly, in regard of that confuſed her 
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' _ © mixed Doctrine 3nd Wordi'p, Sherewiil tis Multityde wag 
taught,und'wherewith they prophaneiy wer ſhppedt,ur racher -. 
highly provoked the Lord to anger ; for alac: ( riuved) v1 is 
beauty of this Natjona'll Church , hath conftiited more in 
Multicudes of People, Humane Power and Þ. licy, and to.ms 
of godlines in Worſhip, then in any recall beauty or work of 
the Spirit of the Lord Jeſus , For the Office- bearers ot this 
Church, not contenting themlelves (: us did the Apoſtles ) 
with ſuch a number oi you the Saint:,to te Members of rheir 
'Church- Communion or Body , as it plealed the Lord J:(us 
£0 ſeparate out of the worldly Multitude , and call into & 
Church-Communion , by the power ot his own Word and 
Spirit, neither with that alone ſpiricuall and divine power of 
him who is our Noble Ruler,lett us in his Teftamenr, where- 
with to govern his on Spouſe in ſpirituall and holy beeuty, 
as ſeparate from the Wo1ld , but that che Church mighe have 
ſome appearance of glory in the eyes of the Multicude , and 
that their perſons might be holden in admiration by all men, 
becaule Ry theſe Ofhice-bearers thought fic to have 
all che whole Nation to be Members of their Church. And 
becauſe it was impoſſible for them, as the Lord's Miniſters, ro 
rule thoſe by the power ofthe Word , wbo had never tound 
the power of the Word, or to govern the ignorant Multitude, 
3s Mcmbers of the C hurch,by che {piritual or Church-power - 
of Chriſt, whom he him{clf had never brought into be Mcm- 
bers by bis {pirituall power', thereforethey were neceſfitace, 
{otherwiſe the. Church could not ftand 1n, a. Nationall Con- 
Kicmion ) t5joyn eo their Eccleiaſticall or Church-povu er, 
the Temporall power of the Civill Magiftrate, for governing 
the Church, and compelling all the multitude of Fornicators, 
4 Whoremongers, Drunkaids,Blaſphemers, Brawlers, Scolders 
”, and Calummanors ( Fighters excepted, as aot belonging to 
Church-cenſures)to appear before their Seſfions and.Synods, 
for giving ſatilfaction, although.not to G O D ( who appro- 
veth no compelled ſervice ) yeeto the Church or MURRETY 
221i J 
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by exrorted verbaſl eb of fin, mtking their re- J 
pemance upon the Pillar feverail Sibbaths beto'e the Con- 
gregation; which tew or non? would perturn, ell chey wee 
comp-lled thereto: And fo, making a co ifuled mixewe of both 
Powers,Sp.rituall and Temp-rallimploying the Civil Power 
mn the guve:nment of ths Church , and the Miaiſt:riall or 
Church-power tn the government of th: $'.ite, what they 
could nordo by the Word, they performed by che Sword, fog 
confining all tochziriuigmet,nd tor ordering all the wholg 
wmretormed Maltandein one Church communion and Bod A 
caſting the holythings ot the {touteot G O D., prophanely 
2nd confuledly unto #l!. And to (beloved) wh: reas. G Qs 
hath proctaimed a perpetuall enmiry between the Seed { the 
Womun,and the Std of the Serpent, thele men would 4 
agreement berwixechem : Bur what communion hath Lighs 
with Derknes,the beleever with che unbeleever,orthe Tempte 
of GO D-with Laols, z.Cor.6.' And theſe things being conkir 
dered (dearly heloved ) it may appearto all you who arc {pixio 
tually mMd-d , char chin Ncionalt Church-governmen; and 
power, whertby ic was «ted over all People , hath gag been 
thepurety Spiriturrl znd D vine Power of our Lord: Telus; 


_ 


which-he himſelf ( up»n Whoſe ſhoullers ivthe Governmens $ 
hatirlete us in tiiy Tefttmenc'or New,Covenant, whereby 40 
rule his own Church, but hath rather becn worldly os natiq- 
nel}; or Hike ther der-ſtable, counrtertcir, mixed Powerai that 
many<hexded'Braft, or Man of fin, who by caking.co/himlel6 
the powerof borh Swords Spirituall and Tew porall, lth: by, 
thee falle power, nnder preterice o! R:hgion, an.{ the Work of 
GOD, ſubje&edall Nations t:) his obe? NCce,tyrannzed-oven 
confciences, perſecuted the Saints, Compelled all to his Judges 
ment,androteceive his Mirk ; and (0 ordeced all as On&-com;/ 
munion or body +, under the namt of the Cathulic k Church, 
end'undertfiarcotour, hath de. civedthe whole Inhabiaen:$oþ 
the World, rufing amvitionſly over Peoples and mulizrudes;. 


and'Nations,and Tongues, Rev.17, Which power and govern. 
| ment, 
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us (who comcth to be glorified inhis Saints, and tobe adamiredin 


by the brightneſſe of þ1s comming, 2 Thelll. 2. "ns 
' And as there haih beena dec (table conſufion, and adulte- 
rous like mixcure, of the civil and Eccleſiaſticall power,in the 
overament of this Church, which hath maintained 8 cone 
vfed mixture in her Mc mbers,f0 bat h there been the like con- 
E;ticn allo jn her DuQrine: for by the dc Er ne that hath Þeen 
publick] y maintzined,that this Church ſocunſti-ure of all peo» 
ple, and fo governed by « mixed Power, hath been a Church 


thers, 3nd that there ought to be in her ng {c paration, bur all 
to be continued in oneCommunion. And although the meer- 
ings of all people upon civile occaſions, were lawtull and ex- 
nnwtrvg yet by this DoErine, the meetings of you the Lords 

tople, upon occafion of mytuall conference, mutuall-edifi- 
carion, ard comfort, were taughe to be unles full, and unex- 
pedienr, andthar'the civile power might ſuffer none-40 enjoy 
their liberty in the Nation, but ſuch as were compelled ro the 


out of Cohſcience, refuſing in ſpme things, to conform, have 
been''&xpoſed ro ſufferings, and in the more ſubſtantial Point, 
eveRfeaching of Chriſt Jelus,and free Juſtification by Faith, in 
him; hath been much obſcured,and darkcned,by the doQtrine 
of 'works, free Grace, andthe everlaſting leve of God, with- 
our,'and' before all good Works, hath been ſo [paringly, and 
' darkly caught, car almoſt, ir could not be perceived , but the 
doarine of the Law, and Works of Retormation, ſo largely 


heard,'or known. In which confuſed mix'ure ef the .Law, 
Goſpel, Faith, and Works, in the point of Juſtification, and 
acceptance With God , the miſtery of iniquity hath wrought 
ow deeply, and obſcurely,wichout being percejved,as jt did 
inthe time of che Appoſtics: for the comforts of the os 
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all you that believe) 1s now to conſume by the Spirn of h15 month and. 


mc glorios ſly reformed, and worthy to be a Patern toall os 


judgement of the Church, Whereupon ſeverall of che Sainrs, 


and frequently holden forth, that almoſt nothing cls could be, 
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mert, with all his falſe dgQrine, and,wor ſhip, The-Lord Fe-! 
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. -have been applyed £6 allthe multitude , upon their per 
mence of duegies, und thethremnings of che Word, likewiſe 
unto all the multitude, Beleevers, and unbelecyers,upon their 
failings in theſe performances... 'So thatneither the \miſerable 
condition of the wick-d, hath beenclearly holden forth, for 
caſting chem down, neither the glorious condition of you the 
Sancsot God, tor building you up in the Feith , and incree- 
fing your ſtrength and eomtort- For. whereas the.whole pro- 
phane mulricude ſho. havebcen plainly iatormed of the Law 

| [and curſe, inthe fu'l extent rhereot,that they evidenced them- 
{elve> to be yer lying in bondage, in che eftute of wrath and 
condemnation, under the-power of the devill, and fin « and 
theretore could not. be eſteemed members of the reformed 
Church of Chriſt, nor of the number of Gods people ,. bur 
by the contrary, the whole proohine mulcirude, who evi- 
denced themliclves to be open blaſphemers of God,and mock- 
ers of you his people, and of all (iacerity and Godlincfle, hath 
been tauphe and denominmar, by this docrine,to be Covenane- 
. ed peopl- of God, taithtull Brethren, faithfull Sifters, mem- 
bers of the true retormed Church of Chrift, and of the Com- 
munion of Saints,to whom the Seals 0: che Covenant aright- 
ly apfertained. And as the condition ofthe wicked hath not 
been holden forth, bura crying, Peac?, Peace, ro whomthere 
was no peace, {5 neicher hath your condition, whore the: 
ple of God, but us the Pramiles have been applyed,gto the pro- 
phane multitude, as one body with you, (o the threatnings 
have been upplyed to'you, as one body wahthew: for where» 
& the blcffinp of the G=(pel, abundance of Grace and ever» 
laſting Righteouſntls, and free unchangeable Love, ſhould 
have been pininly holden forth, and applycd to you: his pre» 
cious Pevple, only upon yourenibracing of Chnſt, ' and she 
free Promiſe by Farh, withour, and before all good Works, 
Te bring freely juſt firdby Grate, without the Works of the Law, 
Rom. 3. Butby the contrary, the Law, and wrath have been 
applycd co you, with the _— body of the laad, _-_ ye 
| ve |} 
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 havebern'taught «s one body with them, that becauſe:of 

your breach of Covenant, and failings. in Reformation , and Y 
duzties,your God was not yer pacified with.you, but was yer 
-provoked to anger; and entring in controverſy with you, tor 
your fins; us withthe reſt of the land, as if the Conſtancy of 
Gods Fayour and Love, which he hath ſworn and promiſed 
to you, depended upon your performances, or Works of Re- 
formacion. And 8s by this preaching of promiſes,upon per fore 
-mances, the wicked have been hardened in their courſe of for- 
mality, in hearing the Word, Singing ot Plalmes, receiving 
the Sacraments, and ſuch like, being thereby eſtecmed holy, 
both by themſelves, and the Miniſtery, and to be membe;'$ 
of che Church, fo likewiſe by chis preaching of chreatnings, 
upon your tailings end infirmitics, even ye the Lords people, 
(whom the Son hath made free indeed) have been keeped in 
much weakneſſe and bondage, and inalegall temper , under 
cencinuall fears and terrours of. Gods d:{pleaſure, and anger 
co the great weakning of your Faith, and diminiſhing of your 
Spiricvall Strength,and comtore. Ot Good Works,it is grang» 
ed, muſt be czught, but not as proceeding from tear of wrath, 
and diſpleafure, tor nor performing thereof , but as proceed. 
ing from the Strength of God inus, thruugh the aſſurance of 
his conſtant Love : For this love of ow God increaſcth our joy, 
and this joy of our Lord,in w,js our firenzth againſt fin,Neb. v. 

And asthere hath been a coafuſion in the members,aund the 
| Fiero and the doarine, ſo hath there been in the wor- 


ip of chis Church:for thisic is evident,that a worldly,carual, 
and corrupted. people can perform nothing ( whatloever they 
pretend ) bur « worldly carnall and corrupted worſhip. They 
c:nnot worſhip in Spirit and Truth: For the naturdll man re- 
eciverh not the things of the. Spirit, 1 Cor. 2. And: theretore, 
it «© be granted, that many of the people maintained to be 
members of this Nationall Church, and Performers of wor- 
ſhip, in ſinging ot Pſalmes, receiving the Sacraments, were 
bica worldly and carnall people, not acquaint with che ws 
x4 = 
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was buta carnal), coirupted; and finfull worſhip, deceſtable in 
vhe =_ the Almighty:+for, wharſoever is without Faith, 
is finfull, and abominable. And therefore the Lord hath been 
highly provoked, by the carnal, «nd faichlefſe worſhip, per- 
formed by the multitude, in ogr Solemn Aſſemblies: For ebe 
faerifices of the wicked are an abomination to the Lord. 

Bur, b-loved, that which much huh lerved to fillupthe 
cap of the Lords wrath, againſt this nationall Church, hath 
beenin t:;king the Covenant : for the Miniſtery noteruſting 
the Power or God, in the hearts of his Saints, for defending 
his Truth, thought g0d ( us going down 80 Egypt for help) 
tocombine all the wavle Nation together, as 01e body; one 
Church, in that tolema band, wherein allthe ignorant mul- 
tirude, who knew not whatthey were doing, were tuaughtby 
the great and {olemn Oarh of God, to proteſt, Firſtly, that 
they had long and duely examined cheir Conſciences, in mat- 
ters 'of true and faiſe Religion, Secondly, that they were 
now fully perſwaded by the word, and Spirit, inthe Truth 
ot Religion. Thirdly, that under all the pains contained in 
the Law, and danger both of foul and body, inthe day of 
Gods tearfull jadgement, they ſhould defend icthe Truth of 
Religion. -And was it notevidenr, (Bcloved') chat the mul- 
titude of this lend, invited by the Miniſtery, to enter intothu 
ſolemn Covenam, had never examined their Conſciences, in 


maiters of true and falle Religion , Neither were they ever' 


perſwaded by the Word, end Spiricot God, inthe Truth of 
Religion ; and thereforecould never. defend that which they 
k:1ew not: forthe naturell man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God, Sv that, in binding themlelvesby luch s fo- 
kemn Oath, under ſuch horrible pains, rodefend that which 
they never knev, they bound themlelvesoverto the curſe of 
the Law, wherein che Miniſtery was cheefly inſtrumency}]; 
The leaders of this people have cauſedthem io erte, and they 
| Ba 


6f God, nor with the Midiſtery of Faith; then ic followeth;' 
that much of the wotſhip performed by this n:tionall Church 
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| the are led of chem are deftroyed.: g therefor eche bloud 

$I of the ignorant mule«ude, - {o engidged by 'their' leaders, 

| andthruſtforch by them, as ſheep co the {laughter fordeters 

' dingthat whereof chey had no knowledge, lyeth heavily up+ 
on the:heads ofthe Miniſtery. -. . rio; + 


| And laſtly; Concerning che Af/emblies.of this Church 
| Ye know ( beloved) how corrupt, mixed, and confuled they 
| were; andthat in theſe reſpeRs. Furſtly,in reſpeR of their tre= 
| - quency. [tis much £0 be admired upon what gccompe Church- 
Aſſemblies we:e , ſo frequent in- this Nation. We can finds 
no preſident for ir in Scripture : No morc is read}, but of the 
Aſſembly arFeruſalem , As 15. and of Pauls calling the Et- 
ders of the Church of Epheſws together, Ads 20. v. ry. It 
cannot be denied, but the Church aow and then, may call Al 
ſemblies-, upon {ome grave and weighty occurrenr or other ; 
whether itde, vg. for diſcuſſing and compoſing marters of 
controverſie, as-did the Councell ae Fers/alew, or tor lome 
ſeaſonable, extraordinary and neceſl[ary word of exhortation 
and admonition. Upon whi. h accompt,the Elders of Epheſus 
did meert.: Bur: I would fain know upon wheat accompe be 
their oreckly Presbyreries, halt-yearly Synods, yearly Gene- 
rall-Afemblies, and continusll Church-Commilsions in this 
Land. Is/ir imaginable there can be fic matter for ſuch trequ-ne 
mectings ?;No vari'y. Waonat Caſcs of Conſcience in finding 
out'the poynt of juſtification , and'martter of controverſie , in 
diſcovering ctheMyltery of Iniquity have provoked ſuch meer- 
ings? Whas grave. and cxtreordinery word of. ad monition 
huh fowed-tromthem, ſoofterr as they have been 'catied's 
O: ſhall we think, the Loro's peop'e ( whoin we judge, the 
the onely fitobj-&t and (ubject of Church meetings ) 1s igs 
' _ norant, fo backward, and ſo varuly, that chey.ftand in need of 
ſuch frequent Ademblies ? Wedaenor think fo.; unlefs we 
ſhould impuag, their willingnes inthe dey.of cheLords power; 
4.110. Their cheerfaln-(s i obedience ; by the love of 
-hriſt, which conſtraineth them , and che terrour of G O D, 
wheceby they perſwade men, 2 Cor. 5. and the cminency of - 
their 
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whereby none of them needeth fo' teach anther; bu: all of 
them know the L OR D, tro the higheſt of chem','ro che 
loweſt of them , Feremiah qr. That whichengigeh them eo 
their duty ,' is the law put in their inward pre , and written 
in cheir hearts, [tinfeed,and notcomuttiplicarion of Chufchs 
Aſlemblres keepeth them layall co th: © rown royall of Hews 
ver, Su: h Eccleltefticall powers uſe often to reſtrain Chriſti- 
an Liberty'; bur ſeldom , ora: her never promove the j..ſR 
freedom and li-erty of the Saints. Secondly,' in reſpe& of the 
mater piopounded, and di'cufſed inchele 4fſcmblies. Know 
ye not ( Duarly beloved) in them nathing rorrhe moſt'pire 
wes to be heird,, but neediefſe debareys, and vim janglings ? 
Any thing heard in them , was rather © m niſter Queſhygn, 
then gocly edification ,' which is mm tajeh, How many tables 
andendleſs genealogies wet heard zmongit chem 4 which the 
Holy Ghoſt diſclatmerÞ. We learn n@ matter in Church« 
Aſſemblics from the W++d , bur grave Cyſes of Canſtience, 
or matter of Controvettie , 4s 15. and of fexfonable and ne- 
ceſlary admonicion forthe go-1d and edificarion of the Chiatch 
Adis 20, Butthe L'O R D knoweththe Aſſemblies of this 
Church did not content themſelves therewith , bur went, fat 
owt of their ſphere.” They could gway with nothing gets 
us toex+mine the Books of Si fions, 'Pregbytefies, nods; 
and Commilsions. They were nve aſhamed to rob the Magi- 
Krate of his right , '#s their due. Nothing could ſarisfie thei, 
but proceeding ag4inſt Fornicators:, Milignarys, und all lach 
dclinquents;''#s if they', andehey onely hat had” right to (His 
temporalt ſword, N6thingtould be done in Parliament , but 
whae wes ratifi-d and" aftowed by them, They puthed indeed 
with the two horns of the beaſt : for rhe mareet af ſuch Aſſemy 
Þlivs; is an 4&irp with both fworts,Tehiporsll indSpiricgydl?. 
And ro cotourall'this there wer #dving prevt onda , by 
making fire come 'dqwnfrom Heaven ;. on'the Earth, jn the 
fight of men, in eftabliſhing Popiſh Pennances, pf mock Re- 
pentances. O ! what deal of '&he Spicit, did 'they pretend in 
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theſe things? And thus they deceived chew that dwell on thie 
ea'th, Third)y,inreſpec of the manner of proceeding in theſe 
Aﬀemb!'izs. Ic is known,they carried 0n things in a State- way, 
and not a aChurch way: They did not take eyery thingto the 
Law,and the teſt:monie,bur they diſputed cvery thing as Law« 
yers ſtandin2 cloſc by formalities, Law quirks, and Chur. h- 
C nſtirurions /tt not of State alſo,as the grounds and wayes of 
the r pro-:edure. they did-not proceed, b«cau'e it {eermed 
good to the Hol) Ghoſt and tothem , but becawſ{e it ſeemed good t9 
them, and was according to the Acts and Practice ot the 
Church. Oh ! was not this the over-word in,and touch- ſtone 
of theſe Conventions. Fourthly,in reſpet of the Mcmbers of 
theſe Meetings ;ndecd they were an{we-atvle to their National 
Church , luch as were Members of the one, ſo of the 
other. And it can not be forgotten, how theic Ruling-Elders 
did noc 0n]y fic as Ciphers in thegg. ( the Miniſters taking all 
upon them ) bur allo they had no more O flice-power, but pro 
tempore,yct | can lee no reafon, whyall other officery of Chr.tt's 
Church,ſo wel as Miniſters,may not injoy their office- power, 
vel ad vitamvel adculpam, amd tor my lelf, I awno ule they 
made ot them, buc to carry on things by pluraſity of voices,as if 
the mwcers of Chriſt's Houſe had depended from the conſent 
anJ opinion of men, & aor from his own eutho:iry,accordin 
to the Word and Spirit. Fi'tly,inreſpet of the power they id 
arrogst:co themielves: What they did,they did not as Coun- 
cels,bur ns Court. Judicatures; they 01d not proceed by way of 
advice and counſell, and apon this. accompr, for it ſeemed good 
te the Holy Ghoſt, and tows, but by way of command ; and up- 
on this «ccomp.,#Ve en4F and ordgin. Sixily.in reſpe of their 
out. #ard pomp & glory.O! how much were they backed with 
the powers of this Werld? And it is obfervabletheſe Aﬀem- 
blics of late, did begin, with the acceſſion of che Kings Com- 
my(fi »ner thereto, 419, 1639.nd I hope their pride hath perith. 
ed with the acceifton of cnc Vice-Roy to the General Aﬀſem- 
bly, 1651. , Thereign and riſe of Claſſicall Power are !rom 
the earth, Kev. 13.11. god: therefore .it canngt bur periſh 
| | wich 
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| ies ruine. Scventhly,in reſpe& of theireyrannie; O!hew much 
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did they lord over GOD'S heritage;they thoughtit their duty 
to Lord. over their Conſciences, to plant ever, and tranſplant 
Miniſters trom them at random. And I beleive, the Lord, of 
lace hath given them plantation, and tranſplancation, beyond 
what they defired. They thought it no (in, to reftri peoplero 
forms of worſhip. To emir Declarations, | ann , and 
ſtinte formes of Femily-Wortſhip , anddireCtions ancne wor- 
ſhipping in publick,jn their own [tinted and Presbyterian way, 
They made « their great bulineſſe, even as their lips onely had 
| Preſerved knowledge, and all had been obliged co ſay whar 
they ſaid, or rather to {wear whatthey ſpoke. They choughr 
itrno Hercfie, ro emit A Rs againſt the prive'e Aſſemblics of 
the Saints, end the:r going, trom one firſt day of the week, 
to another,to hear thoſe Preach, of whom they expeRed moſt 
for Edifi.ation, although their Par:ſh-Prieſt hid been an idi- 
ot, void of the Saving knowledge of God. They exhorted re- 
pentance out of ail, ind whoſoever would not take their mark 
upon them, they reſtrained their Liberty, by biils of excom- 
muni. ation,and caſting them over irito the hands of the State, 
Such indeed had not liberty. ro buy and {el}, amongſt them, 
Any who cenycd their Ads, and did not idulizetheir Coye- 
vent(-of which they made a State-Engine, for eſtabliſhing 
worldly powers) was forthwith to be excommunicat, No 
wonder: For, though they had Lawbes hornes,yet did they ſpeak as 
dragons, Rev. 14.11. Eightly in reſpeR of the. proud title, 
they did aſſume to themſelves. They were not \aſham- 
ed, Popiſh-like to call themſelves the Church,even as iFho- 
lines and knowledge hed been only co be found among them 
in their own accompe,they were theInheritance and Churchof. 
GOD, by way of eminenty and {peciall propriety. What is, 
this,I pray you(beloved )but che Man of fin,fitting intheTem- 
ple of God,exalring himſelt above God as God,orthat is wor” 
ſhipped. Beware of this Whore(dearly beloved Jand Come out 
of her, that ye be not partakers 0! her (ins, and thar ye receive 
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ff. V6 if, 64cm wo. R''Y As Is Fwy s 3 
+:Deat Ehrildian Reader, | lo! 414 bits | 
CMuffnted; tel rhes whatthe Author of this Dot 
> 16 wt, how far ht proceeded th it, ant how ixcamdromy.. 
8 hands. The Amther of it was anaſt Relizrons body ; and 
PILLS much perſecated for the Teuth.\ He'lived here 1m Lenth,/ 
is 1 moſ/H'ipr init axghmtan condinten. ' And thiurh be was blindein © 
the 'efts df bk boay, gout av appewtth ) not invhe eyes of iis minde;' 
In hith #at Lo#4 hath 9 14e it appear that he perfefteti hi praiſe 
the mouth of Babes, and thooteth the fooli[lthinss of chis World, ta 
confoind'the Wiſe: His poſe was ts emit thys ( be did! notfear-t6 
profeſs Chn1ft openty;thboh Wany of rhe rulers wha believe How | 
' dren! profes Hm" betawſe of the Scvibes and Ph:rifes, yet before. | 
bertefudet,14 gave wp'the zhoſh. Anahe wrote no morenf. ths Let» 
ter , at till you tome to that which « [poten Pag, 12. corcerninpthe 
CHſſemblreyof this Nutionl Church; which I'baveſappiitd, at the = 
of HRT! lots Of ficer df tht Ent WA my; Peter rhe imerine 
knots" Tdd Pead 4% Imper ſeit ani undigeſted Scroll of the Amtbors, 
wherein he b4d hr1:44 af ſewerall of theſe things, concerning the. 
foreſaid aſſemblies, which I expreſs, viz.' Their ruling by plurality: 
of Dich? their debatins' things bf wh nement ;; andipaſting by the. 
Out feart bing the Miffery bf Grdline, dndef teiginty,eozerhien with. 
theiy imploying the temporal fioor dof tht Magiſtrate 1m: the)mate 
ters of Chi :ts, Churth avd Ringlows, Bir 1 dutfh not aduuntiresd = 
fet diwn thtje things ti the Auchbrs en words untireny”, though 1 
hid onct thithtd're i i he hdd berkmidutly,and tanfufedly drgeſd> 
exth/mfberns calteff by60 Dfr om hente before hatl rhmi{edobem,s 
aid had" tite8 thei to iu ſerand thoaohti. ok widchi\aqcompt't 
Bave Arreffed the lift part of this Letter 1m mint own wiyiund mans! 
wer ( 1hoy 3h bi rerls # [crepart from hi purgble leſt hadiTodbre ; 
ot birig hts CVHOavIBE dp arttd beret befwre be Þ atywf eli lee 
wi 2 cloſe of it, in cur i1-rvudYhelaff pert of tr, ſhew!d bave 
 Howfue:tr: () Deaf 


 berwinftriont tothe reſt, us poſſibly! is as yeu. 

Loy le a chars Pu 
-, bratethls Letter kingely,aud fare thou well.”\. 
ET” BENLS.S 
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